[The lumbar vein at L2 and the reno-azygo-lumbar arch: anatomic and radiologic studies].
The lumbar vein at L2 was described by C. Gillot and B. Singer (1974). On the right side, after drawing off the 12th intercostal vein, it forms the lateral root of the azygos vein. Its way is as a frame, transverse going along the body of the 2nd lumbar vertebra, then upward along the spine after having integrated the veins of the L2-L3 intervertebral foramen. In its typical form, the vein is at L2 but it can be at L1 or L3. It takes the name of lateral root of the azygos vein only after receiving the 12th intercostal vein. Because of its diameter (5 mm), it forms a cavo-caval anastomosis via the azygos vein. The renal azygo-lumbar arch of Lejars is the equivalent on the left side of the right vein at L2. This arch contributes to the formation of the lateral root of the hemi-azygos vein. The right vein at L2 and the reno-azygo-lumbar arch were studied by dissections and by radiologic protocols. The radiologic studies (CT, MRI, 3D reconstructions) were carried out after injections of gelatin-gadolinium-minimum and altufix-minimum mixtures. The results showed the numerous variations of origin of the azygos system. The use of multiple and complementary technics are very helpful to describe these variations.